OLD MOBB
a sum at a moment's warning; but Old Mobb so terrified
him with holding a pistol to his breast that his worship at
last consented, and drew upon a rich goldsmith.
As soon as Old Mobb had got the note, he made Sir
Bartholomew dismount, and walk far enough from the road
to be out of everybody's hearing, then bound him hand and
foot and left him under a hedge, while he rode to Exeter,
and received the money, which was paid without any scruple,
the goldsmith knowing the handwriting perfectly well.
When he returned, he found the poor Knight where he left
him. " Sir," says he, " I am come with a Habeas Corpus
to remove you out of your present captivity "; which he
accordingly did by untying him and sending him about his
business. But Sir Bartholomew was obliged to walk home,
which was fully three miles, for our adventurer had cut the
girths and bridle of his horse, and turned him stray, ever
since he went to Exeter with the note.
Mr John Gadbury, the astrologer, was another who fell
into the hands of Old Mobb, who, notwithstanding his
familiarity with the stars, was not wise enough to foresee
his own misfortune, which has been a common case with
men of his profession. This rencounter was on the road
between Winchester and London. Poor Gadbury trembled,
and turned as white as a clout, when Old Mobb told him
what he wanted, professing that he had no more money
about him than just enough to bear his expenses to London;
but our highwayman was not at all moved with compassion
at what he said. " Are not you a lying son of a whore,"
quoth he, " to pretend you want money when you hold
twelve large houses of the planets by lease parole, which
you let out again to the Stationers' Company at so much per
annum ? You must not sham poverty upon me, sir, who know
as good things as yourself, and who have a pistol that may
prove as fatal as Sirius in the dog days, if you stand trifling
with me." Mr Gadbury was at this time, indeed, more
apprehensive of Old Mobb's pistol than of any star in the
firmament; for he was sensible the influence of it, if dis-
charged, would be much more violent and sudden; so that
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